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[ Cormerce Business Daily: Posted in CBDNet on July 18, 2000]
[Printed |Issue Date: July 20, 2000]

Fromthe Comrerce Business Daily Online via GPO Access

[ cbdnet . access. gpo. gov]

PART: U.S. GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENTS

SUBPART: SUPPLI ES, EQUI PMENT AND NMATERI AL

CLASSCOD: 99--M scel | aneous--Potential Sources Sought

OFFADD: U.S. Departnent of Conmmerce/ National Oceanic and Atnospheric
Adm ni stration/ OFA/ AGFS/ AMD - OFA51, 1305 East West Hi ghway
- Station 7604, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

SUBJECT: 99--TEXT-TO SPEECH (TTS) VO CE SYSTEMS

SCOL N A

POC Edward F. Tennant, Jr., Contracting Oficer, 301/713-0823
or Mary Watson, Procurenment Technician, 301/713-0823

DESC. This is a Request for Information (RFI). The Departnent
of Commrerce (DOC), National Cceanic and Atnospheric Adm nistration
(NOAA), National Weather Service (NW5) is considering replacing
the existing Text-to-Speech (TTS) voice used on the Console
Repl acenent System (CRS) of the NOAA Weat her Radi 0. The NW5
recogni zes new technologies in TTS processes are energing,
and wi shes to inprove the voice quality of the CRS. Interested
parties are invited to provide specific information on potenti al
TTS voice systenms, including but not Iinited to: voice sanples;
operating systemrequirenents; hardware platformrequirenents;
identification of any equi pnent required other than Commerci al,
O f-The-Shel f (COTS) equiprent; licensing cost; availability
of Spani sh | anguage TTS; and voice file sanpling rates. Al
system t echnol ogy approaches, includi ng next-generation synthesis,
concatenation, hybrids and conbinations thereof will be considered.
Respondents should clearly identify information considered
to be proprietary; such information will be properly safeguarded
by the Government. In the event that the NW5 holds a public
forumon this subject, respondents to this RFl will be invited
to participate. The Governnent will not award a contract based
on this RFI. The Governnment will not pay for information received
in response to this RFlI; provided, however, that costs properly
char geabl e under Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Section
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31.205-18, "Independent Research and Devel opnent and Bid and
Proposal Cost," nmay be allocated to Governnent contracts consistent
with the ternms of such contracts. No direct inquiries to NWS
personnel concerning this RFlI will be accepted; however, further
information related to this RFI may be obtained fromthe foll ow ng
web sites: www. nws. noaa. gov/ nw/index. htm and www. nws. noaa. gov/ oso/ 0sol/ o«
Responses to this RFI should be subnmitted to the Governnent
inwiting to the attention of Mary A. WAatson at the header
address or at fax 301-713-0806. All information subnmitted in
response to this RFI which is received by the Governnment not

| ater than August 17, 2000 will assuredly be considered by

the NWE in its deliberation of this subject.
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